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Brief thoughts from the periphery 

Have you ever wondered about our odd Anglican and Episcopal fascination with 
geography and names?  Consider the following: our own Diocese of Indianapolis has 
St. Francis in the Fields in Zionsville.  Prior to arriving at St. Matthew’s, I served St. 
Barnabas on the Desert in Arizona.  Anyone with even a passing knowledge of 
classical music has experienced the glorious musicianship of the Academy of St. 
Martin in the Fields (borrowing its name from the historic Trafalgar Square church 

where the legendary group was born.)   Even Wikipedia notes that “in Anglican/Episcopal circles, a 
generic name for ‘any church’ is … ‘St. Swithin's in the Swamp.’" 

I mention this odd fascination because I have an increasingly odd idea.  I think it’s high time for St. 
Matthew’s to fully embrace our Anglican-Episcopal love for things geographic!  The time is fast 
approaching, and is perhaps already here, when our own beloved East Tenth Street parish might more 
accurately be named St. Matthew’s on the Periphery!   But before you protest, please allow me to 
explain.   

First, consider that Webster’s defines “periphery” as “the outside or superficial portions of a body” or (in 
geometry) “the circumference of a circle, ellipse, or other figure.”    

Now honestly ask yourself the following questions: Is the church more important or less important to me 
today compared to the past?  Is St. Matthews’s Parish more or less important to the east side of 
Indianapolis today than in the past?  From a larger perspective, is Christianity itself more or less 
influential today than in the past?  If I ask a random sample of my friends or family members these same 
questions, how will they answer? (I suggest you try it!)  In short, is the church more important or less 
important today than it was 50 years ago… or 100 years ago… or 200 years ago…or 1000 years ago?  

How did you  answer these questions?  While recognizing that exceptions certainly exist, my own 
personal and professional experiences strongly indicate that the Christian church is becoming less and 
less important with/to each passing generation.  Whether considering friends, neighbors, coworkers, or 
even family members, or reading the latest polls, surveys, and research studies, it is very clear that 
Christians and Christianity in general are increasingly on the outside or periphery of culture and society.   

And, believe it or not, I celebrate this development!  Living on the outside or periphery is a good and 
even desirable thing!  I believe it’s what Jesus did and intends us to do too.  I believe it’s what has 
inspired all genuine Christian reform efforts in the past.  And I believe it’s the surest sign that the Spirit is 
alive and well.  

So, Happy New Year from the periphery!   

With blessings… 
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A RHAPSODY FOR TEDDY       
                     by Ruth Strickland and Joyce Booth 
 
Long ago, in the century before, a 
Girl was born, who was named Theodora. 
Her years at Tech High were not a bore, 
And then she worked at Charles Mayers’ store. 
 
She met a guy, by name Rich Pfister 
And from the very first time he kissed her 
(And not at all like kissing a sister), 
She soon would be Mrs. To his Mister. 
 
At St. Matthew’s a bride and groom they became; 
The parish would never be the same. 
 
Teddy was an Episcopalian born and bred, 
But somehow rich couldn’t follow her lead. 
Until one day he had a great notion— 
Be baptized in the Atlantic Ocean! 
 
They sang in the 11:00 o’clock choir with cheer, 
Though the director told me (when no one could hear), 
That unlike those singing at half past nine, 
Their rehearsals were enlivened by liquor and wine! 
 
If St. Matthew’s long past is a mystery, 
Our Teddy has chronicled all its history. 
She’s a whiz at arranging the special flowers. 
And served the Guild at the altar for hours. 
 
Jim Taylor’s right hand she would always be  
In the years that she served as his secretary. 
She cued actors performing upon the stage, 
Then was the Grand Duchess without any wage. 
 
As gracious hostess, Oh, what a smarty, 
We’ll meet and eat at her annual porch party. 
Off-beat ideas, well, she might often rue it, 
But to her friends day, “Oh, sure, you can do it!” 
 
Now a new adventure will start,  
But Teddy will always be in our heart. 
Indianapolis’s loss is St. Louis’ gain, 
So here’s to our Teddy—long may she reign! 

Ruth Strickland 
reads the poem 
she and Joyce 
Booth wrote 
about Teddy at 
the reception 
for Teddy 

On December 13 at a reception in the narthex St. Matthew’s said 
au revoir to Teddy Pfister, a long time member who moved to St. 
Louis on December 30. 

T heodo r e  M i l l s 
Morgan was born on  
May 21, 1920, in 
Indianapolis.  She 
attended school #3 
and Tech High 
School.  She was a 
member of Christ 
Church through her 
teens when she 
c a m e  t o  S t . 
Matthew’s on Ritter 
Street. 

Teddy met Richard 
Pfister, and they were 
married on July 12, 
1 9 4 1 ,  a t  S t . 
Matthew’s.  She is now the earliest bride of the parish to still be 
attending here in 2009.  Rich passed away in 1995.  Teddy has 
two daughters, Cynthia who lives in Philadelphia and Susan who 
lives in St. Louis. 

During her many years at St. Matthew’s she was a friend to all 
and a confidant to many. Teddy was very active in this church.  
As she says, ”St . Matthew’s has been the center of my life.”  She 
was church secretary for several years and head of the altar guild 
for many years Teddy sang in the choir, directed plays, and 
helped with hog roasts.  One of her major talents was flower 
arranging which she did for the altar, receptions, and for other 
special events.  For at least 15 years she hosted an annual 
Eucharist followed by a pitch-in luncheon on her porch at her 
home that Rich built for her. 

Teddy has moved to St. Louis to be near her daughter.  Return 
soon and often, Teddy.  We love you and miss you already. 

Au revoir, Teddy 

 

To all members of St. Matthew’s Church family, 

My heartfelt thanks for the wonderful party on Sunday December 
13, 2009. I especially want to thank Ellie Mattson, Joan Porter, 
and Nancy Gatewood for all their efforts.  Over the years St. 
Matthew’s has been the center of my life.  I have been fortunate 
to have many friendships and wonderful memories that I will 
hold in my heart. 

With love, 
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St. Matthew’s reaches out to help family at Christm as 

 The Christmas Giving Tree - St. Matthew’s knew 
of one family who has struggled with major health 
issues and had fallen into financial difficulties within 
the past year.  So with the help of the entire parish, 
the family received gifts, gift certificates, cash 
donations and food for Christmas dinner and other 
things they needed such as paying their phone bill.  
Thank you to ALL who made the holiday a joyous 
and memorable event for Mike and his family 
members.   

A giving tree was 
set up in the 
Narthex. Tags 
with names of 
items that were 
needed were 
placed on the 
tree.  

   Children collect change to buy animals for families in underdevelope d countries . 

Pennies from heaven?  Well, not exactly; it was 
more like pennies from the congregation.  During 
the four Sundays of Advent the children and youth 
of the parish sponsored a “Spare Change” drive in 
connection with the works of ERD, Episcopal Relief 
and Development.  Each Sunday they would collect 
an additional offering at each service by passing tin 
boxes throughout the congregation to collect  loose 
change  And your change added up very quickly!  
By the end of the fourth Sunday in Advent the fund 
surpassed the $400 goal reaching a grand total of  

$500.00.  This came in the form of: 145 paper 
dollars, 665 quarters, 704 dimes, 362 nickels, and 
3025 pennies. 

This money will be added to the $70 left in the 
MDGs account and used to buy animals from the 
ERD fund.  ERD has many items to purchase for 
families in underdeveloped countries.  Our children 
and youth will meet soon to make the decision.  
Shall we purchase flocks of chickens, ducks, and 
geese or goats or pigs?  With the amount of 
generous donations, they will be able to purchase 
several from the choices.  

Thank you  all for your tremendous generosity 
and for helping the children and youth to reach 
out to others. 

On December 20 Emily Albrecht helps 
collect change in the tin boxes.  This 
Sunday a total of $134.00 was collected. 

Naomi Harris, Claire Van Wassenhove, and 
Cecilia Black work diligently counting the 
coins.  Each Sunday the youth would count 
and roll the cash and update the thermometer. 

Each Sunday the new 
total was posted on 
the thermometer 
showing the growing 
fund. 
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St. Matthew’s continues working with ongoing projec ts 
Help goes to nearby schools 

A total of 27 winter coats, hats, and scarves have 
been purchased for students at Moorhead 
Elementary School and Raymond Park Middle 
School.  This project was funded by monies 
collected by the youth of St. Matthew’s. 

A thank you note was received from the Dean of 
Students at Moorhead. 

A special thank you goes to Samantha Fraser for 
delivering the coats to the middle school. 

Many had fun making Christmas cards  

Several of the children and youth made Christmas 
cards for our veterans who would spend the 
holidays at the VA hospital.  Pam Miltner helped 
write greetings inside the cards.   

Many bags of winter outer 
clothing were prepared.  

Deacon Enid displays 
one of the many coats 
donated to the schools. 

Donations go to ICAN 

Donations continue to be collected for ICAN. A 
check of $50 has been donated from outreach funds 
to the Irvington Association of Ministers.  This will 
help defray expenses incurred by Kim Blake, 
director of ICAN who is to have foot surgery in 
January 

Jeffersonville receives aid 

A check of $50 from outreach funds has been sent 
to St. Paul’s in Jeffersonville to defray costs due to 
flooding earlier this year. 

Deacon Enid attends training session 

Enid attended a volunteer training session at the 
Shepherd Community Center.  We hope to continue  

 

Empty medicine bottles are needed 

We are collecting empty medicine bottles to be sent 
to Matthew 25 Ministry.  These bottles may be 
placed in the envelop outside the door to the office. 
They collect them to send to Africa. To learn more 
about this ministry see the bulletin board or go 
online to www.m25m.org 

Crafting supplies are wanted 

As you go through closets and find yarn, scrap 
material, empty toilet paper rolls, and other 
miscellaneous supplies that can be used for making 
craft items, please put them in a bag and bring 
them to church.  There will surely be a use for 
them. Thanks so much.  

our relationship with the center. 
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If you are unable to serve, please find a substitut

e and advise the P
arish O

ffice.  T
hank you.  

P
lease let the parish office know

 specific dates yo
u w

ill N
O

T
 be available, due to upcom

ing 
vacations, fam

ily com
m

itm
ents , etc.  W

e w
ill try n

ot to schedule you on those dates.   

Ministry January January January January February February 

Schedule 10 17 24 31 7 14 

  10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

  Epiphany 1 Epiphany 2 Epiphany 3 Epiphany 4 Epiphan y 5 Epiphany Last 

Lectors   Crystal Black Allison Albrecht Diane Bueche John Cox-Ford Missy Ellis Steve Albrecht 

Lectors   Alice Moody Claire Van Wassenhove Brenda Runyon Ed Steward Joe Weaver Jacob Van Wassenhove 

Intercessor Jennifer Albrecht Cecilia Black Suzanne Kissling Louise Boling Frank Impicciche Diane Bueche 

Chalice John Cox-Ford Ellie Mattson Joan Porter Joe Weaver Tom Higbie Frank Impicciche 

  Bill McMahon John Sundt Ed Steward Suzanne Kissling Janet Higbie John Cox-Ford 

Crucifer/Server Joe Weaver Jacob Van Wassenhove Jon Robbins Jessica Weir Frank Impicciche Joe Weaver 

Torch n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

St. Francis Minister Zoe Mann Naomi Harris Emily Albrecht Lexie Hockett Brayton Leswing Claire Van Wassenhove 

Ushers Nancy McFarland Brittany Schmidt Missy Ellis Rachel Wilkinson Jeff Higbie Nancy McFarland 

  Cathy Krauser Caitlin Wilkinson Greg Staab Diane Bueche Natalie Palmer Cathy Krauser 

Greeters Joan Porter Claire Van Wassenhove Jeff Higbie Natalie Weir Denyse Palmer Cheryl Weidman 

  Rachel Wilkinson Matt Wilkinson Nancy McFarland Jeff Weir Natalie Palmer Mike Weidman 

Oblations The Mann Cecilia Black Diane Bueche Van Wassenhove Louise Boling Weidman  

  Family Naomi Harris Suzanne Kissling Family Joe Weaver Family 

Counters Nancy McFarland Joan Porter George Kirkendall Louise Boling David B-Monteith Nancy McFarland 

  Ed Steward Natalie Palmer Charlie Strickland Dave Wilkinson Denyse Palmer Ed Steward 

Coffee Jenny & Trevor Carolyn & George Van Wassenhove Ellie Mattson Spode Miltner  

  Lloyd-Jones Kirkendall Family Joan Porter   Family 

Altar Guild Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 5 Team 1 Team 2 



The February issue of sMATTerings will go to 
print the week of January 25.  Please send 
any calendar events, meeting dates and 
times, articles and announcements to the 
parish office NO LATER  than Friday, January 
22.  ��

 

 

SPODE 

INVITES YOU TO A  

Strings Recital 

This will be a wonderful 
opportunity to meet many of  
our talented neighbors. 

On Sunday, January 24, at 2:30 
p.m. SPODE will host a recital in 
the sanctuary followed by a 
reception for the students, their 
families, and the community.  

Please come to enjoy the music of many students from The 
Michael Florek School of Music. 

A free will offering will be taken.  All proceeds will benefit the 
Rector’s Discretionary Fund. 

For additional information, or if you can help with the 
reception,    please contact John Cox-Ford at 446-8898 or e-
mail johncoxford@msn.com 
SPODE “Society for the Preservation of Delicious Eating” is a parish 
sponsored ministry at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 8320 E. 10th Street, 
Indianapolis, IN 46219. 

Tu Tu requests your 
presence 

Epiphany candlelight dinner 

Bon Appetit! 
SPODE is planning 
an Epiphany 
candlelight dinner.  
All hearty appetites 
are invited! We not 
only tolerate youth, 
we celebrate youth 
of all generations. 
The only requirement is your tolerance of 
delicious and healthy cuisine, i.e.  “good 
eatin” - a concern of all persons in these 
cold winter months.  It is in that spirit that 
SPODE will celebrate the Epiphany 
Candlelight Dinner with traditional 
English tasties and treats on Tuesday 
the 5th of January at 6:30 p.m. in the 
home of John and Angela Cox-Ford, 
located at 1408 North Fenton Avenue.  
Please contact John or Angela at 446-
8898 or e-mail them at 
johncoxford@msn.com for information. 

 

Vestry reports a deficit budget 

The vestry is working with a deficit budget of $20,000.  This is without the TMC. Three main reasons have 
caused this: (1) The TMC will probably be leaving due to the need of a larger space. (2) Pledges are down 
by 10% due to the economy. (3) Expenses are continuing to rise. 

Annual parish meeting scheduled 
Your presence is requested and YOU are INVITED to the 93d St. Matthew’s Annual Parish Meeting.  The 
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 31, 2010 , following the 9:30 service. (Please note: ONE service 
only on 1/31/10). It is important that everyone attend.  We will be reviewing the past year’s 
accomplishments, reviewing our financial information from 2009 and budget information for 2010, electing 
parish delegates to the diocesan convention, and electing three (3) new vestry members  At this time we 
have two nominees, Bonnie Godfrey and Pam Miltner.  Biographies will be displayed in the narthex soon. 

Please consider serving on the vestry.  It is not t oo late to volunteer.  If you are willing to serve please 
contact Cathy Krauser at 465-9188 or dencat@gmail.com or Jeff Weir at 773-9170 or jeffreyweir@att.net 
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January Birthdays 
   1    Allie Howish-Hammer 

   1   Aaron Sutton 

   2   Donald Runyon 

   5   Mike Weidman 

   6   Katherine Ellis 

   7   Matt Wilkinson 

   9   Phil Leswing 

   9   Benjamin Robbins 

  17  Angela Cox-Ford 

  20  Kathy Mann 

  23  John Sundt 

  23  Kelly Swain-Leswing 

  26  John Cox-Ford 

  26  George Kirkendall 

  27  Greg Staab 

  31  Sheila Brindley 

 

  21  Robin and Jon Robbins 

  January Anniversaries 

Wednesday, January 6, Epiphany  The 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist service 
will be held “off site” at the home of Ruth and Charlie Strickland, with a pitch-
in luncheon to follow. 

Sunday, January 10 ,  Classes for  Godly Play and Youth Group will resume. 

Sunday, January 31  One service only at 9:30 followed by parish meeting 

The 2010 altar flower chart is now posted in the na rthex.  Please sign up 

      Lunch and Learn Series Continues 

Wednesday, January 20 

10-10:30 Holy Eucharist 

10:30—11:30 Round Robin board games 

11:30—A light luncheon  
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Entering the Mystery 
On Sunday, December 20, 2009, the 
children and youth presented “Entering the 
Mystery” during the 10:30 service.  Those 
who participated are Friedric Kallenberg, 
Brayton Leswing, Zoe Mann, Emily Albrecht, 
Naomi Harris, Allison Albrecht, Cecilia black, 
Ashley Robbins, Matt Wilkinson, Claire Van 
Wassenhove, Jessica Weir, Jacob Van 
Wassenhove. 

A special thanks to the adults who helped 
these young people:  Linda Dernier, director, 
Jennifer Albrecht, Amy Matthews, Jodi and 
Dan Kallenberg, Pam Miltner, Denny 
Krauser, and David Brisson-Monteith.. 

The children are ready to start the procession 

On Christmas Eve St, Matthew’s had two services in 
the beautifully decorated sanctuary.  The first started at 
6:00 p.m., and the second began at 9:30 p.m. with a 
half hour of special music and  carol singing.  At the 
first service Jacob Dearing lead and accompanied the 
congregation with several Christmas carols.   

St. Matthew’s goes caroling 

On Saturday a group gathered at the church and then went 
caroling at Greentree Assisted Living Center and the VA 
Hospital. 

Celebrating Christmas Eve At the First service the children gather 
around the altar to prepare for the 
Eucharist.  

Jacob plays for the first 
service. 



Services    

· Sundays:     Holy Eucharist   Rite II           
           8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.    
    9:15 a.m. Sunday School   
    9:30 a.m. Adult Forum  

· Wednesdays : Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m. 
 

· Nursery available on Sundays starting at 9:15 a.m. 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Wed. and Thurs.  9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Rector Office Hours: Wednesday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

    

   St. Matthew’s Mission Statement  

   The mission of St. Matthew's is  

   "to restore all people to unity with God and each  

   other in Christ."  

   We do this through worship of God,  

   education of ourselves and our children,  

   care for each other and outreach to others,  

   sharing faith stories with others,  

   and caring for all our  resources (our time, treasure,  

   and  talents). 
 

   ��������������������������������������������� is published monthly except in the  

   summer.  The deadline is the 15th of the month for  

   the following month’s publication.   
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Phone (317) 898-7807 
FAX:   (317) 898-1443 
http://www.stmattsindy.org 
Parish E-mail office@stmattsindy.org    
Rector’s E-mail   stmattsrector@comcast.net 
Deacon’s E-mail  deacon@stmattsindy.org 
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 Sylvia Robles, Nursery Supervisor                          �


