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You might remember (although, I had forgotten and had to look it up) that our English word “Lent” derives from earlier 
European words for “spring” and/or “long” due to the lengthening days of spring time.  While it certainly doesn’t feel or look 
much like spring time outside our windows today, we are confident that spring will eventually return to the Indiana prairie.  
And the idea that things always return is indeed a key part of our annual Lenten drama.   

Not only do our seasons change in annual cyclical patterns – one season fading (sometimes imperceptibly and sometimes 
with a vengeance!) into another - but they always do so with our knowledge and deeper hope that a new, different, and better 
season will arrive and return right behind the current one.   

Our Christian liturgical seasons, of course, have these same annual rhythms.  Advent became Christmas became Epiphany 
now has become Lent.  And Easter will inevitably follow.  Days are already lengthening even as snow still falls.  Yet every 
year brings the return of that which is both old and familiar as well as that which is unknown and new.  Like THIS Lent.    

If you’re like me, this current Lent contains many patterns and vestiges of the old – old habits, older joints and muscles with 
old (and alas new!) aches and pains, and even old cynicisms and fears.  And yet, this Lent also contains hints and 
sometimes even dramatic flashes of ideas and experiences which are new, exciting, and unknown.  Don’t believe me?  
Haven’t experienced any of these yet?  I suggest that you just look around! 

Around St. Matthew’s, for example, you will find that plans are progressing quickly and well for a new Memorial Garden and 
Columbarium.   

Sometime this spring a new street sign will appear to inform and welcome our neighbors.  

Thanks to our Scouting friends, down by Buck Creek you will spot a new fire pit and gathering ring. 

A new parish Bible Study is off and running (it’s not too late to join!) and before too long many parish members will be able to 
say, “I’ve now read the entire Bible cover to cover!”   

A new Lenten Rest and Retreat Day - “Sacred Reading, Sacred Space” - will occur on March 20, offering you a chance for a 
few hours of quiet, rest, and maybe even prayer! 

A new art and meditation wall has appeared in the narthex, offering parish members an opportunity both to share their many 
creative gifts as well as appreciate those of others. 

So, as I hope you can see – there is much that is old and MUCH which is new this Lenten season here at “St. Matthew’s on 
the Periphery” (more on that to follow soon!)  I sincerely hope that you choose to spend these “blessed” days of Lent trusting 
that Easter will follow.  For follow it will, just as the Apostles once discovered and we will soon! 

Hope you are having a blessed Lent.  But then what does a “blessed” Lent look or feel like anyway.  I 
have been asking myself that question lately.  Perhaps you have done the same.  If not, here’s a brief 
chance to do so. 

Brief thoughts on the return of Lent 

           Page 2   Outreach / Spiritual Formation                   Page 6   Ministry Schedule 

          Page 3   Coming Events                                          Page 7   Announcements 

          Page 4   Events cont../Happenings                         Page 8   Violin Recital Review 

          Page 5   Parish Calendar       Page 9     Annual Meeting Pictures                
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The Outreach Committee met on February 21, 2010, and discussed the following projects: 
 
ICAN:  Some changes are being put in place at the ICAN office at Emerson Avenue Baptist Church.  We are waiting 
for clarification on what services will be offered.  We will continue to collect food, with an emphasis on proteins, 
vegetables, fruit, pasta and pasta sauce.  All items should be non-perishable.  On the 1st Sunday of the month we will 
collect FRUITS; 2nd Sunday, VEGETABLES; 3rd Sunday, PASTA/RICE; 4th Sunday, MEAT/FISH/PROTEIN ITEMS; 
5th Sunday, CEREALS/DRY MILK/ETC.  We will gladly accept any donations each Sunday.  We will note on the 
shopping cart what food group we are concentrating on each week. These items are only suggestions.  Thank you!  
 
New Way:  We continue to support this ministry financially through March 2010.  The ministry will be re-evaluated by 
Father Mark and Deacon Enid at that time.  
 
I have volunteered at the Shepherd Community Center .  They are helping people with income tax filing at this time.  
There are many opportunities for volunteering at this Center which I will report on later. 
 
Gleaners:  We have been invited by Rev. Karen King, of Trinity Church, Meridian Street to observe how a Gleaners 
mobile food distribution functions.  Their next distribution will be on March 13, beginning with set up at 9 a.m.  Anyone 
who is interested in this form of feeding outreach is invited to attend. 
 
The next meeting of the outreach committee will be on March 21 at 9:00 a.m. in the parish hall. 
  

Outreach committee meets and discusses several topi cs by Rev. Enid A. Morrison 

Children/Youth programs and activities offered at S t. Matthew’s 

Godly Play for our Kindergarten – 4th grades, meets on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. , with the exception of the third Sunday 
of the month. During the upcoming weeks, they will explore The Mystery of Easter, The Faces of Easter and Easter 
Eggs.  There will be No classes on March 21.  

ALL youth in grades 5 – 12 are invited to the St. M atthew’s Youth Group as we continue with the TV series 
entitled “Joan of Arcadia.” Upcoming episodes are entitled, “Jump,” “Recreation,” “State of Grace,” and “Night Without 
Stars.” The youth meet on Sundays at 9:00 a.m . and have classes scheduled for February 28 and March 7, 14, and 
28  There will be No class on March 21; instead the youth will meet after the 10:30 service for Tacos and Prayer 
Bead creations. We will be sending reminders, and remember friends are always welcome.    

Nursery care is available on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. with the exception of the third Sunday of the month, when class 
time begins at 10:00 a.m. and only if needed.  Sylvia Robles continues to staff as our nursery attendant. 

The children and youth sponsored the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper.  Many who could navigate the winter 
weather came to enjoy good food and support the outreach project to help send underprivileged y outh to 
summer camp.  The good will offering totaled approximately $115.00  Thank YOU ! 

The group 
gather for 
a picture 
before 
they start 
serving 
the 
pancakes. 

Mixing 
batter and 
cooking 
pancakes 
keep 
several 
busy in the 
kitchen. 

 

by Linda Dernier 
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Holy Week services are scheduled 

Five different services are planned for Holy Week, beginning 
with two Palm Sunday services.  Two of the services  during the 
week will be celebrated with two  other congregations at their 
churches.                                                                         

On Wednesday of Holy Week we will celebrate Tenebrae,  the 
service of Shadows, with St. Alban’s at St. Albans. On Holy 
Saturday we will celebrate The Great Easter Vigil with St. 
Christopher’s at St. Christopher’s.  The last two years they have 
come to St. Matthew’s on Holy Saturday.  

Maundy Thursday service will be here at St. Matthew’s  as are 
two Good Friday services.  On Good Friday we will be joined by 
the people of St. Alban’s.  On Friday there are two different 
services.  At noon is the traditional Good Friday liturgy and 
Stations of the Cross, and in the evening is the Good Friday 
liturgy and Veneration of the Cross, with special Gospel music. 
At both services is a special drama production Have You Seen 
My Son? (Five mothers are unable to find their sons on Good 
Friday, and they are frantically in search of them.) 

 

Lenten series continues 

The Wednesday evening programs begin with a 
simple soup supper at 6:00 p.m. followed by the 
worship service from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.. 

 
March 3   Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
…………..5333 E. Washington Street.             
…………  Bob Heirmach speaks on Lust 

March 10  Emerson Avenue Baptist Church      
…………...304 N. Emerson                                
…………...Nick Dant speaks on Greed 

March 17  St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church         
     8320 E.10th Street   ……….…………   
     Keith Adkins speaks on Pride 

March 24  Irvington Methodist Church………. 
…………...30 N. Audubon Road………………. 
…………...Alan Blakebum speaks on Envy 
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Join us on Wednesday, March 17,  for Lunch and Learn 
featuring the movie Young @ Heart  

British director Stephen Walker’s 2007 documentary 
Young @ Heart tels of a New England senior citizens’ 
chorus that belts out its own renditions by Radiohead, 
Flaming Lips, The Ramoners, The Bee Gees, The Clash, 
David Bowie, and others.  The Young @ Heart Chorus, 
led by choral director Bob Cilman, makes international 
appearances as the world’s oldest cover band.  
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During Lent there continues to be an opportunity to 
publicly remember, honor, and give thanks by making 
gifts in support of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG’s).  Similar to our current method of asking two 
families to donate $30 each week for altar flowers, we are 
asking members who wish to remember, honor, and give 
thanks to note that on the flower chart in the narthex or 
let the office know  The MDG’s are one of the ways we 
reach out to our friends and neighbors in need—both 
locally and globally. 

Lenten offerings to support the MDG’s 

Each Easter the beautiful flowers in our church are provided by 
our parishioners.  Flowers are offered in memory of departed 
loved ones, to celebrate blessings, or simply to rejoice in the 
Glory of God! 
The suggested donation for the Easter altar flowers is $30.00. 
You will find envelopes and Easter flower cards in the sanctuary 
pews, or you may use this form.  The deadline will be March 28, 
2010. 
 

In Thanksgiving for / In Memory of / In Celebration  of: 

_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
By ___________________________________ 

Easter flowers provided 
through donations 

As the documentary begins, the 
retirees are rehearsing their new show, 
struggling with a discordant number 
and giving new meaning to James 
Brown’s “I feel Good.” Be prepared to 
be entertained by what ultimately 
emerges as a funny and unexpectedly 
moving testament to friendship, 
creative inspiration, and reaching 
beyond expectations. 

 

The January Lunch and Learn began with three tables of 
Scrabble.  After teasing our brains and refreshing our 
memories of our spelling bee days, we enjoyed a 
leisurely lunch.    
The February Lunch and Learn Series which was to 
have featured a program with a theme of Heart Healthy 
and a lunch provided by SPODE had to be cancelled 
due to inclement weather. The rescheduling will be 
announced soon.   

Lunch and Learn plays Scrabble 

Ruth and Suzanne enjoy playing Scrabble or maybe just visiting. 

Is Deacon Enid watching or giving helpful hints? 

Lunch and Learn Series continues 

Wednesday Schedule :…………    
10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist…
10:30 a.m. to 11;30 a.m. Movie           
11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Lunch 
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If you are unable to serve, please find a substitut e and advise the Parish Office.  Thank you.  ��� �� ���
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*April Issue*  

The April  issue of sMATTerings will go to print th e week of 
March 29  

Please send any calendar events, meeting dates and times, 
articles, and announcements to the parish office NO  LATER 
than Monday, March 22.  Thank You.    Email: 
office@stmattsindy.org    

 

 MARCH Birthdays   

 

7 Kaye Palmer 

9 George Bueche Sr. 

10 Bill Dernier, Sydney Settles, Carly Weidman 

13 Brenda Runyon 

14 Joe Weaver 

15 Jessica Weir 

16 Denny Krauser 

27 Claire Van Wassenhove 

 

APRIL Birthdays 
 

2 Kim Van Wassenhove 

9 Rachel Sundt 

11 Mary Madigan, Scott Mann 

18 Natalie Palmer 

19 Bill McFarland 

22 Ruth Strickland 

23 Lester Burkeen, Sylvia Robles 

28 Ellie Mattson 

30 Janet Calhoun, Tim Smith 

 

 

 

 
 

  MARCH  Anniversaries  

 
 

3-2    Carol & Jim Slone 

3-3    Natalie & Jeff Weir 

3-5    Kim & Mark Van Wassenhove 

 

              APRIL Anniversaries  

 

4-22    Krista & Greg Edison 

 

An “All You Can Eat” breakfast will be served by the BSA 
Troop 161 in the parish hall on Saturday, March 6, from 8 -11 
a.m. for a cost of $5.00 per person.  The troop is raising funds to 
help for upcoming national jamborees/campouts.  Al are invited to 
attend and help support Scouts. 

George Kirkendall was elected  Junior Warden  at the February 
Vestry meeting.  Pam Miltner is the new secretary.  The next 
Vestry meeting is March 15 at 7:00p.m. 

The Altar Guild’s Easter Season Work Day is Saturday, March 
27, 2010.  Work will begin at  9:00 a.m., and a carry-in  lunch will 
be served at noon. 

Lector, Intercessor, Chalice, Crucifer/Server, Ushe r, Greeter, 
Oblations, Coffee Hour Host, Counter are all service ministries 
that you can help us with.  Please see the sign-up sheet in the 
narthex and sign up if you wish to help us with any or all of these 
ministries. 

A Book Sale sponsored by St. Alban’s Episcopal Church is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 6, from 9—2 and Sunday, March 
7 from noon—2 p.m. All are welcome. St. Alban’s is located at 
4601 N. Emerson Ave. 

SPODE will gather in the home of Angela and John Cox-Ford on 
Tuesday, March 9, at 6:30 p.m. SPODE  is a group of people 
whose only purpose is to share food, faith, and friendship in the 
St. Matthew’s Community.  There is no other agenda.  We always 
welcome new ideas and new people.  We have dinner together 
and Compline, and we try to help those with different dietary 
issues.  Call Angela or John at 890-9590, or just come for dinner.  

 

Don’t forget to Spring Forward 
 

Daylight savings time begins at 2 a.m. on 
Sunday, March 14. Please remember to 
Spring Forward; turn your clocks ahead 1 
hour before you go to bed on Saturday, 
March 13. 
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Michael Florek Studio recital brings St. 
Matthew’s together with community… 
We are good neighbors, and we have good 
neighbors. 

The music of the community in which St. Matthew’s 
resides is no stranger to its doors as evidenced by the 
enthusiastic turnout at the Annual SPODE Florek 
Community Violin Recital on January 24, 2010. 

Wonderful renditions of gavottes, minuets, and violin 
pieces by Bach, Handel, Vivaldi, to name a few were 
performed by youth from the ages of five to 19. Grant Davis does a superb rendition of the Partita No. 2 in D by 

J. S. Bach.  His fingers fly over the neck of the violin as his bow 
skips out the lines of Bach’s inspirational music. 

Cameron Rias and Grant Davis carefully listen and await their 
turns to play.  Sitting next to these young men waiting their 
turns are Mary Jane Bernath and Kayla Seyfried. 

Mary Jane Bernath delighted the audience with a 
passionate Sonata in A by J.S. Bach.  Kayla Seyfried 
gifted the audience with a glorious performance of the 
Affetettuoso and Allegro sections of Sonata in D by 
Handel. 

Another stellar performance was the Vivaldi Concerto in 
G played by Jenny Owens. Peyton Mills did the entire 
movement of Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star by Mozart.  
Edward Wood wowed everyone playing Loure by J. S. 
Bach.   

All in all 19 students played in this church sponsored 
venue for promising young musicians from Indianapolis’ 
east side.  

Even a traditional folk piece, Ashokan Farewell by J. 
Unger, was beautifully offered by Monica Gavaghan.  
Students of all ages were in performance, as evidenced 
by a handful of adult students who played wonderfully. 
Among them was a member of St. Matthew’s, our own 
John Cox-Ford who played the Bach Minuet in G. 

Offerings were taken, and a generous donation was 
made to the Rector’s discretionary fund.  This event 
marks a time of mutual cooperation between St. 
Matthew’s and the immediate community which was for 
the enjoyment and benefit of both.  We are good 
neighbors, and we have good neighbors. 

A finger sandwich and dessert reception was provided 
by SPODE after the recital. 

Michelle Myers delights the 
community with a sweet 
performance gift of the Seitz 
Allegro Moderato. 

A brand new violinist, only 
three weeks in training, 
Cameron Rias, performs 
Mixing It Up by R. Frost. 

by John and Angela Cox-Ford 



Fr. Mark recognizes and thanks the St. Matthew’s staff.  Rev. Enid Morrison, Deacon; Linda 
Dernier, Parish/Children and Youth Christian Education Administrator; Crystal Black, Handbell 
Director; Joe Hammer, Organist/Choir Director; and Sylvia Robles, Nursery Supervisor.    

Thank you Enid for everything you do. Rev. Enid Morrison is presented with a gift from the 
parish.  Our hope is that she will never be lost again with her new Tom Tom GPS system.   

Most Deaconates are non-stipend servants of the Diocese.  St. Matthew’s is fortunate to have had 
Deacon Enid assigned to the parish since November 2008.  Her presence among us is invaluable.  

Cathy Krauser (left) 
is recognized and 
thanked for serving 
as Sr. Warden for the 
past year.  

David Brisson 
Monteith (right) will 
serve as the Sr. 
Warden for 2010.  
David is explaining 
many of the Vestry’s 
visions for the near 
future.    

��������



Services    

· Sundays:     Holy Eucharist   Rite II           
           8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.    
    9 :00 & 9:15 a.m. Sunday School  
      

· Wednesdays : Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m. 
 

· Nursery available on Sundays starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Wed. and Thurs.  9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Rector Office Hours: Wednesday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

    

   St. Matthew’s Mission Statement  

   The mission of St. Matthew's is  

   "to restore all people to unity with God and each  

   other in Christ."  

   We do this through worship of God,  

   education of ourselves and our children,  

   care for each other and outreach to others,  

   sharing faith stories with others,  

   and caring for all our  resources (our time, treasure,  

   and  talents). 
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���� is published monthly except in the  

   summer.  The deadline is the 15th of the month for  

   the following month’s publication.   
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Phone (317) 898-7807 
FAX:   (317) 898-1443 
http://www.stmattsindy.org 
Parish E-mail office@stmattsindy.org    
Rector’s E-mail   stmattsrector@comcast.net 
Deacon’s E-mail  deacon@stmattsindy.org 
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St. Matthew’s Clergy and Staff : 

 The Rev. Mark S. Van Wassenhove, Rector 

 The Rev. Enid A. Morrison, Deacon 

               Joe Hammer, Organist/Choir Director 

 Crystal Black, Hand Bell Director 

 Linda Dernier, Parish Administrator/Youth Director 

 Sylvia Robles, Nursery Supervisor                          �


